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On Workers Memorial Day, Virginia Workers Call on Legislators to 
Restore VOSH Funding and Ensure Safe Workplaces 

 
Each year on April 28th, Workers Memorial Day, we remember our brothers and sisters who lost their 
lives on the job. As a labor movement, workers have organized time and again to fight for regulations 
and rules that keep us safe. We’ve made jobs safer and saved lives – not just for union members, but for 
all workers.  
 
“Our fight for safe workplaces will not end until everyone who goes to work is sure to return home 
safely when their shift is done,” said Doris Crouse-Mays, President of the Virginia AFL-CIO. “One 
workplace fatality is one too many.”  
 
Nationwide, an average of 13 workers die on the job every day as a result of workplace injuries – women 
and men who go to work, never to return home to their families and loved ones. Each year, another 
50,000 workers die from occupational diseases caused by exposures to toxic chemicals and other 
hazards.  Right here in Virginia, the Department of Labor and Industry has investigated 44 workplace 
fatalities since the beginning of 2015, including 3 deaths at Danville’s Goodyear plant in the past 8 
months.  
 
Many of these tragedies could have and should have been prevented. In too many work places, 
employers cut corners and put working men and women in harm’s way. We cannot sit by as another 
worker is gravely injured, maimed, or killed on the job. As politicians reduce funding to support federal 
and state safety inspectors, working families are paying the price.   
 
Budget cuts have taken their toll, and at current staffing levels it would take VOSH inspectors 87 years to 
inspect each workplace in Virginia just once. Yet, extreme members of our General Assembly want to 
roll back protections even further. Just last week during the veto session, Senator Wagner announced 
that he “didn’t see the compelling evidence to support these positions” and stood by his party’s decision 
to eliminate funding for additional VOSH inspectors from the state budget. As a Commonwealth, we 
must prioritize measures and resources that keep workers safe so they can return to their loved ones at 
the end of the day.   
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http://www.aflcio.org/Issues/Job-Safety/Death-on-the-Job-Report

