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Trade Deal Turns Blind Eye to Human Trafficking, Forced Labor 
Will Congress Hypocritically Support a Trade Deal After Denouncing Human Trafficking? 

 
Richmond – Since the start of 2015 Congress has approved more than a dozen bills to 
strengthen protections for victims of human trafficking. Human rights are clearly a concern and 
this is an issue that representatives from both sides of the aisle agree needs to be addressed. 
The United States should be leading the charge to protect and enforce human rights 
regulations- both at home and abroad. 
 
However, leaked provisions of the top secret, classified Trans Pacific Partnership (TPP) show us 
that this is a bad deal for working people. It’s so called “progressive” protections for workers 
and human rights mean nothing without an enforcement mechanism that does not yet exist. 
When corporate profits become the highest priority, there is no way for American workers to 
compete with the heavily exploited, sometimes forced labor markets in places like Vietnam and 
Malaysia where workers earn just pennies an hour and have no safety standards like the ones 
that keep American workers safe in the workplace.  
 
Representatives Comstock, Forbes, Goodlatte, Griffith, Hurt, Rigell, and Wittman should be 
commended for the strides they have taken to combat human trafficking since taking office. 
However, their work must not stop there. The TPP puts the U.S. in partnership with nations 
rated worst in the world for allowing human trafficking and forced and child labor. It also 
reduces the penalty for corporations found guilty of abusing the global workforce. We hope 
that our Congressional representatives will consider these setbacks and say no to fast tracking 
the TPP. (Reuters: Mass Graves of suspected trafficking victims found in Malaysia ; Huffington 
Post: TPP Reduces Human Trafficking and Child Labor to Misdemeanors) 
 
The deal has been kept secret long enough. The TPP must be declassified so that Congress and 
the American public can take part in the type of rigorous debate that this far reaching, long 
lasting piece of legislation deserves. Workers everywhere are counting on Congress to stand up 
for our rights and safety by voting NO on Fast Track. 
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http://www.barbaracomstockforcongress.com/2015/02/congresswoman-comstock-human-trafficking-is-a-problem-in-northern-virginia/
http://forbes.house.gov/issues/issue/?IssueID=3348
http://judiciary.house.gov/index.cfm/2015/5/goodlatte-applauds-house-approval-of-bill-to-combat-human-trafficking
http://virginiafreecitizen.com/2014/08/06/u-s-senate-brings-human-trafficking-bill-standstill-house-approval/#more-6388
http://virginiafreecitizen.com/2014/08/06/u-s-senate-brings-human-trafficking-bill-standstill-house-approval/#more-6388
http://rigell.house.gov/news/documentsingle.aspx?DocumentID=398427
http://virginiafreecitizen.com/2014/08/06/u-s-senate-brings-human-trafficking-bill-standstill-house-approval/#more-6388
http://www.reuters.com/article/2015/05/24/us-asia-migrants-idUSKBN0O904020150524
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/stan-sorscher/tpp-reduces-human-traffic_b_7488536.html?utm_hp_ref=tw
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/stan-sorscher/tpp-reduces-human-traffic_b_7488536.html?utm_hp_ref=tw

